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This year's list of 100 best books includes an eclectic mix of books about Canadian politics, the machinery of 
government, Indigenous issues, anti-Black racism, public affairs, reconciliation, Canadian history, memoirs, national 
security, Canadian foreign policy, the pandemic, and much more. Image compilation by Serena Masonde/photographs from The 
Hill Times files and handouts 
 

1. Across Boundaries: Essays in Honour of Robert A. Young, edited by André Blais, 

Cristine de Clercy, Anna Lennox Esselment and Ronald Wintrobe, McGill-Queen’s University 

Press, 232 pp., $34.95. 

2. A Liberal-Labour Lady: The Times and Life of Mary Ellen Spear Smith, by Veronica 

Strong-Boag, UBC Press, 288 pp., $89.95. 

3. A Long Way to Paradise: A New History of British Columbia Politics, by Robert A.J. 

McDonald, UBC Press, 428 pp., $39.95. 

4. A Matter of Equality: The Life’s Work of a Senator, by Don Oliver, Nimbus Publishing, 215 

pp., $29.95. 

5. An Embarrassment of Critch’s, by Mark Critch, Viking, Penguin Random House Canada, 

224 pp., $32.95. 

https://www.hilltimes.com/author/kate-malloy


6. Assisted Suicide in Canada: Moral, Legal, and Policy Considerations, by Travis 

Dumsday, UBC Press, 208 pp., $75. 
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7. Behind Closed Doors: The Law and Politics of Cabinet Secrecy, by Yan Campagnolo, 

UBC Press, 352 pp., $89.95. 

8. Be Kind, Be Calm, Be Safe, by Dr. Bonnie Henry and Lynn Henry, Allen Lane Canada, 216 

pp., $19.95. 

9. Beyond Rights: The Nisga’a Final Agreement and the Challenges of Modern Treaty 

Relationships, by Carole Blackburn, UBC Press, 202 pp., $89.95. 

10. Big City Elections in Canada, edited by Jack Lucas and R. Michael McGregor, University 

of Toronto Press, 280 pp., $32.95. 

11. Breaking Barriers, Shaping Worlds: Canadian Women and the Search for Global 

Order, edited by Jill Campbell-Miller, Greg Donaghy, and Stacey Barker, UBC Press, 240 pp., 

$89.95. 

12. Breaking Through: Understanding Sovereignty and Security in the Circumpolar 

Arctic, by Wilfrid Greaves and P. Whitney Lackenbauer, University of Toronto Press, 278 pp., 

$16.48. 

13. Call Me Indian, by Fred Sasakamoose, Penguin Random House Viking Canada, 288 pp., 

$32. 
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14. Canada 1919: A Nation Shaped by War, edited by Tim Cook and J.L. Granatstein, UBC 

Press, 338 pp., $32.95. 

15. Canada as Statebuilder? Development and Reconstruction Efforts in Afghanistan, by 

Benjamin Zyla and Laura Grant, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 352 pp., $39.95. 

16. Canada in NATO, 1949-2019, by Joseph T. Jockel and Joel J. Sokolasky, McGill-Queen’s 

University Press, 328 pp., $42.95. 

17. Canada to Ireland: Poetry, Politics, and the Shaping of Canadian Nationalism, 1788-

1900, by Michele Holmgren, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 258 pp., $39.95. 

18. Canada’s Holy Grail: Lord Stanley’s Political Motivation to Donate the Stanley Cup, by 

Jordan B. Goldstein, University of Toronto Press, 342 pp., $24.71. 

19. Can You Hear Me Now: How I Found My Voice and Learned to Live with Passion and 

Purpose, by Celina Caesar-Chavannes, Penguin Random House Canada, 280 pp., $29.95. 

20. China Unbound: A New World Disorder, by Joanna Chiu, House of Anansi Press, 304 

pp., $24.99. 

21. Coloniality and Racial (In)Justice in the University: Counting for Nothing? edited by 

Sunera Thobani, University of Toronto Press, 422 pp., $26.95. 

22. Colour Matters: Essays on the Experiences, Education and Pursuits of Black Youth, 

by Carl E. James, University of Toronto Press, 390 pp., $39.95. 

23. Constant Struggle: Histories of Canadian Democratization, edited by Julien Mauduit 

and Jennifer Tunnicliffe, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 504 pp., $39.95. 

24. Constitutional Pariah: Reference re Senate Reform and the Future of Parliament, by 

Emmett Macfarlane, UBC Press, 198 pp., $27.95. 



25. Constitutional Politics in Multinational Democracies, edited by André Lecours, Nikola 

Brassard-Dion, and Guy Laforest, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 240 pp., $37.95. 

26. Damaged: Childhood Trauma, Adult Illness and the Need for a Health Care 

Revolution, by Robert Maunder and Jonathan Hunter, University of Toronto Press, 232 pp., 

$29.95. 

27. Dangerous Opportunities: The Future of Financial Institutions, Housing Policy and 

Governance, edited by Stephanie Ben-Ishai, University of Toronto Press, 208 pp., $34.95. 

28. Did You See Us? Reunion, Remembrance, and Reclamation at an Urban Indian 

Residential School, by survivors of the Assiniboia Indian Residential School, edited by Andrew 

Woolford, University of Manitoba Press, $24.95. 

29. Disorientation: Being Black in the World, by Ian Williams, Penguin Random House 

Canada, 216 pp., $25. 

30. Electing a Mega-Mayor: Toronto 2014, by Michael McGregor, Aaron A. Moore, and Laura 

B. Stephenson, University of Toronto Press, 208 pp., $24.71. 

31. Federalism in Canada: Contested Concepts and Uneasy Balances, by Thomas O. 

Hueglin, University of Toronto Press, 384 pp., $54.95. 

32. Fiscal Federalism in Multinational States: Autonomy, Equality, and Diversity, edited by 

François Boucher and Alain Noël, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 304 pp., $37.95. 

33. Flora! A Woman in a Man’s World, by Flora MacDonald and Geoffrey Stevens, McGill-

Queen’s University Press, 328 pp., $34.95. 

34. Global Development and Human Rights: Sustainable Development Goals and 

Beyond, by Paul Nelson, University of Toronto Press, 256 pp., $27.95. 



35. Governing Canada: A Guide to the Tradecraft of Politics, by Michael Wernick, UBC 

Press, On Point Press, 211 pp., $21.95.  

36. Health and Healthcare in Northern Canada, edited by Rebecca Schiff and Helle Moller, 

University of Toronto Press, 450 pp., $49.95. 

37. Indian in the Cabinet: Speaking Truth to Power, by Jody Wilson-Raybould, Harper 

Collins Canada, 352 pp., $34.99. 

38. Inequality in Canada: The History and Politics of an Idea, by Eric W. Sager, McGill-

Queen’s University Press, 488 pp., $37.95. 

39. Innovation in Real Places: Strategies for Prosperity in an Unforgiving World, by Dan 

Breznitz, Oxford University Press, 288 pp., $29.95. 

40. Joseph Roberts Smallwood: Masthead Newfoundlander 1900-1949, by Melvin Baker 

and Peter Neary, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 248 pp., $34.95. 

41. Keeping Canada Running: Infrastructure and the Future of Governance in a Pandemic 

World, by G. Bruce Doern, Christopher Stoney, and Robert Hilton, McGill-Queen’s University 

Press, 442 pp., $39.95. 

42. Life in the City of Dirty Water: A Memoir of Healing, by Clayton Thomas-Müller, Allen 

Lane, 240 pp., $22.95. 

43. Making and Breaking Settler Space: Five Centuries of Colonization in North America, 

by Adam J. Barker, UBC Press, 312 pp., $89.95. 

44. Mass Capture: Chinese Head Tax and the Making of Non-Citizens, by Lily Cho, McGill-

Queen’s University Press, 272 pp., $39.95. 

45. My Stories, My Times: Volume 2, Random House Canada, by Jean Chrétien, 288 pp., 

$34.95. 



46. Muskrat Falls: How a Mega Dam Became a Predatory Formation, edited by Lisa Moore 

and Stephen Crocker, Memorial University Press, 300 pp., $27.95. 

47. Neglected No More: The Urgent Need to Improve the Lives of Canada’s Elders in the 

Wake of the Pandemic, by André Picard, Penguin Random House Canada, 208 pp., $19.95. 

48. NISHGA, by Jordan Abel, McClelland & Stewart, 288 pp., $32.95. 

49. Nothing Less Than Great: Reforming Canada’s Universities, by Harvey Weingarten, 

University of Toronto Press, 232 pp.., $26.95. 

50. Off The Record, by Peter Mansbridge, Simon & Schuster, 368 pp., $29.99. 

51. On Borrowed Time: North America’s Next Big Quake, by Gregor Craigie, Goose Lane, 

248 pp., $22.95. 

52. Open Federalism Revisited: Regional and Federal Dynamics in the Harper Era, by 

James Farney and Julie M. Simmons, University of Toronto Press, 358 pp., $32.21. 

53. On Property, by Rinaldo Walcott, Biblioasis, 112 pp., $14.95. 

54. Out of the Sun: On Race and Storytelling, by Esi Edugyan, House of Anansi Press Inc., 

248 pp., $32.99. 

55. Nothing But the Truth: A Memoir, by Marie Henein, Signal, Penguin Random House 

Canada, 288 pp., $32.95. 

56. Pandemic Societies, edited by Jean-Louis Denis, Catherine Régis and Daniel M. 

Weinstock, with Clara Champagne, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 356 pp., $34.95. 

57. Pandemic Spotlight: Canadian Doctors at the Front of the COVID-19 Fight, by Ian 

Hanomansing, Douglas & McIntyre, 256 pp., $22.95. 



58. Peyakow: Reclaiming Cree Dignity, A Memoir, by Darrel J. McLeod, Douglas & McIntyre, 

$22.95. 

59. Permanent Astonishment: A Memoir, by Tomson Highway, Doubleday Canada, Penguin 

Random House Canada, 344 pp., $32.95. 

60. Reconciling Truths: Reimagining Public Inquiries in Canada, by Kim Stanton, UBC 

Press, 268 pp., $89.95. 

61. Return: Why We Go Back to Where We Come From, by Kamal Al-Solaylee, 

HarperCollins Canada, 320 pp., $32.99. 

62. Rez Rules: My Indictment of Canada’s and America’s Systemic Racism Against 

Indigenous Peoples, by Chief Clarence Louie, McClelland & Stewart, Penguin Random House 

Canada, 352 pp., $34.95. 

63. Road to Redemption: The Liberal Party of Canada, 2006-2019, by Brooke Jeffrey, 

University of Toronto Press, 336 pp., $39.95. 

64. Royally Wronged: The Royal Society of Canada and Indigenous Peoples, edited by 

Constance Backhouse, Cynthia E. Milton, Margaret Kovach and Adele Perry, McGill-Queen’s 

University Press, 336 pp., $39.95. 

65. Saga Boy: My Life of Blackness and Becoming, by Antonio Michael Downing, Viking, 

Penguin Random House Canada, 344 pp., $26.95. 

66. Send Them Here: Religion, Politics, and Refugee Resettlement in North America, by 

Geoffrey Cameron, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 256 pp., $37.95. 

67. Shaping the Futures of Work: Proactive Governance and Millennials, by Nilanjan 

Raghunath, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 256 pp., $95. 



68. Sharing the Land, Sharing a Future: The Legacy of the Royal Commission on 

Aboriginal Peoples, edited by Katherine A.H. Graham and David Newhouse, University of 

Manitoba Press, $31.95. 

69. Sir Mackenzie Bowell: A Canadian Prime Minister Forgotten by History, Barry K. 

Wilson, Loose Cannon Press, 364 pp., $21.28. 

70. Slut-Shaming, Whorephobia, and the Unfinished Sexual Revolution, by Meredith 

Ralston, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 232 pp., $34.95. 

71. Social Service, Private Gain: The Political Economy of Social Impact Bonds, edited by 

Jesse Hajer and John Loxley, University of Toronto Press, 424 pp., $19.98. 

72. Sovereignty: The Biography of a Claim, by Peter H. Russell, University of Toronto Press, 

192 pp., $14.98. 

73. Spin Doctors: How Media and Politicians Misdiagnosed the COVID-19 Pandemic, by 

Nora Loreto, Fernwood Publishing, 368 pp., $35. 

74. Stand on Guard: Reassessing Threats to Canada’s National Security, by Stephanie 

Carvin, University of Toronto Press, 424 pp., $17.98. 

75. Talking to Canadians: A Memoir, by Rick Mercer, Doubleday Canada, Penguin Random 

House Canada, 329 pp., $32.95. 

76. Telecom Tensions: Internet Service Providers and Public Policy in Canada, by Mike 

Zajko, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 240 pp., $34.95. 

77. The Daily Plebiscite: Federalism, Nationalism, and Canada, by David R. Cameron and 

edited by Robert C. Vipond, University of Toronto Press, 326 pp., $29.95. 

78. The Dawn of Everything: A New History of Humanity, by David Graeber and David 

Wengrow, Signal, Penguin Random House Canada, 704 pp., $32.95. 



79. The Day the World Stops Shopping: How Ending Consumerism Saves the Planet and 

Ourselves, by J.B. MacKinnon, Penguin Random House Canada, 352 pp., $32.95. 

80. The Devil’s Trick: How Canada Fought the Vietnam War, by John Boyko, Knopf Canada, 

Penguin Random House Canada, 256 pp., $32. 

81. The Fate of Canada: F.R. Scott’s Journal of the Royal Commission on Bilingualism 

and Biculturalism, 1963-1971, edited by Graham Fraser, McGill-Queen’s University, 384 pp., 

$37.95. 

82. The Four Lenses of Population Aging: Planning for the Future in Canada’s Provinces, 

by Patrik Marier, University of Toronto Press, 368 pp., $22.48. 

83. The Gatherings: Reimagining Indigenous-Settler Relations, by Shirley Hager and 

Mawopiyane, University of Toronto Press, 304 pp., $29.95. 

84. The Laws and the Land: The Settler Colonial Invasion of Kahnawà:ke in Nineteenth-

Century Canada, by Daniel Rück, UBC Press, 336 pp., $39.95. 

85. The Least Possible Fuss and Publicity: The Politics of Immigration in Postwar 

Canada, 1945-1967, by Paul A. Evans, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 344 pp., $90. 

86. The Platform Economy and the Smart City: Technology and the Transformation of 

Urban Policy, edited by Austin Zwick and Zachary Spicer, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 

352 pp., $39.95. 

87. The Rowell-Sirois Commission and the Remaking of Canadian Federalism, by Robert 

Wardhaugh and Barry Ferguson, UBC Press, 350 pp., $45. 

88. The Rural Entrepreneur: John Bragg, The Force Behind Oxford Frozen Foods and 

Eastlink, by Donald J. Savoie, Nimbus Publishing, $27.95. 



89. The Symbolic State: Minority Recognition, Majority Backlash, and Secession in 

Multinational Countries, by Karlo Bastra, McGill-Queen’s University, 272 pp., $37.95. 

90. The Two Michaels: Innocent Canadian Captives and High Stakes Espionage in the 

U.S.-Cyber War, by Fenn Hampson and Mike Blanchfield, Sutherland House, 282 pp., $24.95. 

91. The Unconventional Nancy Ruth, by Roman Lumpkin, 454 pp., Second Story Press, 285 

pp., $28.95. 

92. Top Secret Canada: Understanding the Canadian Intelligence and National Security 

Community, edited by Stephanie Carvin, Thomas Juneau, and Craig Forcese, University of 

Toronto Press, 328 pp., $36.95. 

93. Transformative Media: Intersectional Technopolitics from Indymedia to 

#BlackLivesMatter, by Sandra Jeppesen, 312 pp., $89.95. 

94. Twice Migrated, Twice Displaced: Indian and Pakistani Transnational Households in 

Canada, by Tania Das Gupta, UBC Press, 214 pp., $89.95. 

95. Unreconciled: Family, Truth, and Indigenous Resistance, by Jesse Wente, Allen Lane, 

Penguin Random House Canada, 208 pp., $29.95. 

96. Values: Building a Better World for All, by Mark Carney, Signal, Penguin Random House 

Canada, 608 pp., $39.95. 

97. Where Beauty Survived: An Africadian Memoir, by George Elliott Clarke, Knopf Canada, 

336 pp., $24. 

98. Women at the Helm: How Jean Sutherland Boggs, Hsio-yen Shih, and Shirley L. 

Thomson Changed the National Gallery of Canada, by Diana Nemiroff, McGill-Queen’s 

University Press, 552 pp., $44.95. 



99. Women, Peace, and Security: Feminist Perspectives on International Security, edited 

by Caroline Leprince and Cassandra Steer, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 256 pp., $37.95. 

100. Women, Power and Political Representation: Canadian and Comparative 

Perspectives, by Roosmarijn de Geus, Erin Tolley, Elizabeth Goodyear-Grant and Peter John 

Loewen, University of Toronto Press, 214 pp., $14.98. 

—Compiled by The Hill Times’ editor Kate Malloy, the 100 Best Books List is based on 

Canada’s non-fiction bestsellers’ lists, book reviews, opinions, and publishers’ lists. The books 

are listed in alphabetical order.  
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